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Setting  

• Time indicators  

• Place indicators 

Time indicators: “one day, about noon” 

Place indicators: Robinson Crusoe discovers the footprint “on the shore” and then returns “home to 

[the] fortification” 

Theme 

Most general aspect presented in the text 

Theme: fear caused by the presence of other human beings 

Conflict (plot)  

✓ Main idea 

✓ Type of plot: chronological or 

disrupted 

The narrator (Robinson Crusoe) is terrified when he finds a human footprint on the shore.  

Plot: chronological 

Characters + traits Character: narrator – Robinson Crusoe: his physical state evolves from surprise (“I stood like one 

thunder- struck”) to being unable to comprehend what is happening (“like a man perfectly confused 

and out of myself”) to terror (“terrified to the last degree”) and paranoia (“I should certainly have 

them come again in greater numbers, and devour me”). The reason for the character’s alter4ed train 

of thought is his prolonged solitude on the deserted island.  

Point of view (1st person, 3rd person) 1st person narrative, the reader only knows what the narrator writes 
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STYLE 

Language 

✓ Phonetic level - what it sounds like 

(specific-sounding words, local 

vernacular) 

✓ Morphological level - types of words:  

nouns and adjectives – specific to 

descriptive passages) 

verbs – specific to dynamic, narrative 

passages 

✓ Syntactical level - types of sentences 

(long, short, descriptive, detailed, 

philosophical, alert, etc.) 

 

From a morphological perspective, verbs are dominant in the fragment, as it represents several 

actions of the main character. Most verbs are in the past and depict the actions of the character “I 

listened”, “I looked”, “I went”. The actions are also followed by the narrator’s comments “so I think I 

called it ever after this” and musings on the events. These comments add a bit of irony to the text, as 

the narrator is aware in the present that his state of mind was altered in the past “for never frighted 

hare fled to cover, or fox to earth, with more terror of mind than I to this retreat”. 

 

The narrative technique in the fragment implies interior monologue, in which the character narrates 

what happened to him, and his thoughts on the matter, but also introduces certain considerations from 

the present, such as the irony regarding his frightful thoughts.  
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Narrative technique (free indirect 

discourse, interior monologue, stream-of-

consciousness, flashbacks) 

 

Symbols – aspects of the narrative 

discourse that appear in other works and 

bear a certain meaning related to the text. 

See titles, motifs, names of characters, etc. 

Symbol: castle. After finding refuge in his shelter, the narrator starts calling it a castle “When I came 

to my castle, for so I think I called it ever after this, I fled into it like one pursued”. In this instance, 

the castle represents safety and a known environment, which gives the narrator the impression that he 

is protected by the familiarity of the environment. Before calling his shelter a castle, the narrator uses 

the noun “fortification” which also implies the idea of protection. 
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Tropes (metaphor, pun, paradox) Implied comparison “for never frighted hare fled to cover, or fox to earth”. 

Tone (playful, parodical, sympathetic, 

witty, etc.) 

Tone: ironical towards his own past fears. 

 


