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Pride and Prejudice 

Prose Fragment Analysis 

 

Setting  

• Time indicators  

• Place indicators 

Time indicator: „before they heard again from Mr. Gardiner” – the reference is only applicable 

within the narrative frame; „ a certain event of last November” – Collins refers to the fact that he was 

rejected by Elizabeth in marriage. 

 

Place indicator: none 

*rural England at the beginning of the 19th century 

Theme 

Most general aspect presented in the text 

Theme: pride – applicable to the character Mr. Collins in the fragment 

Conflict (plot)  

✓ Main idea 

✓ Type of plot: chronological or 

disrupted 

Conflict: the letter sums up the conflict of the novel. All characters are engaged in a game 

concerning marriage, the pride and good name of a family, and their prejudices. 

Plot: chronological 

Characters + traits Characters:  

• Elizabeth: intelligent and cynical: “Elizabeth, who knew what curiosities his letters always 

were” 

• Mr. Collins:  

- pompous: “I feel myself called upon by our relationship, and my situation in life, to 

condole with you on the grievous affliction you are now suffering under” 
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- condescending: “this licentiousness of behaviour in your daughter has proceeded from a 

faulty degree of indulgence” 

- judgemental: “Let me advise you then, my dear Sir, to throw off your unworthy child 

from your affection for ever” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Point of view (1st person, 3rd person) 3rd person “before they heard” 
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STYLE 

Language 

✓ Phonetic level - what it sounds like 

(specific-sounding words, local 

vernacular) 

✓ Morphological level - types of words:  

nouns and adjectives – specific to 

descriptive passages) 

verbs – specific to dynamic, narrative 

passages 

✓ Syntactical level - types of sentences 

(long, short, descriptive, detailed, 

philosophical, alert, etc.) 

 

Narrative technique (free indirect 

discourse, interior monologue, stream-of-

consciousness, flashbacks) 

 

 

Language: Mr. Collins’ letter is written in a particular, pompous style, specific to the character and 

his understanding of the world. The syntax is very complicated, with turns of phrases and several 

juxtapositions within a single phrase, and the sentences are very long. “Be assured, my dear Sir, 

that Mrs. Collins and myself sincerely sympathise with you, and all your respectable family, in your 

present distress, which must be of the bitterest kind, because proceeding from a cause which no time 

can remove.” Apart from using several subordinate syntactical constructions, the character also uses 

gerunds paired with conjunctions “because proceeding”, which further complicate the syntax.  

 

The fragment is written as a letter, in an epistolary style that, combined with the nature of the 

discourse, captures the very essence of the character. In a juxtaposition with Elizabeth’s implied 

irony at the beginning of the fragment, the text also states that rejecting Collins’ proposal of marriage 

proved to be a very smart move for Elizabeth. 

 

Symbols – aspects of the narrative 

discourse that appear in other works and 

No symbols 
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bear a certain meaning related to the text. 

See titles, motifs, names of characters, etc. 

Tropes (metaphor, pun, paradox) No tropes 

Tone (playful, parodical, sympathetic, 

witty, etc.) 

Tone – the character tries to come off as witty but he is actually satirized because of the contrast 

between the message of the letter (to console) and its true intention (to offend and criticise). 

 


