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EXAMENUL NAŢIONAL DE DEFINITIVARE ÎN ÎNVĂŢĂMÂNT 

22 iulie 2020 

Probă scrisă 

LIMBA ȘI LITERATURA ENGLEZĂ 

 

Sugestie de rezolvare a subiectului 

(partea de literatură și de metodică) 

 

SUBIECTUL I  

A. 

a. Contextualize...  

A satire and travel book by genre, “Gulliver’s Travels” by Jonathan Swift was written 

during the Enlightenment period as a critique of the author’s contemporary society. The Age of 

Reason, as the Enlightenment is sometimes called, replaced the extravagance of the Renaissance 

with the Puritan pragmatism and morality. 

  From a historical perspective, the Enlightenment manifested itself on the verge of two ages, 

the Puritan and Restoration Age and the Augustan Age. The most important historical event of the 

Puritan age was Oliver Cromwell’s Civil War (1642). The main event during the Augustan Age 

was the Industrial Revolution. This meant mechanization, small factories, a rise of the middle 

class, and associating power with money.  

From a cultural perspective, the Age of Reason meant greater importance placed by 

philosophers on reason, and a desire for order, clarity, and stability. 

 

b. Identify and explain … 

In writing “Gulliver’s Travels”, Swift radicalised the traits of the Enlightenment and treated 

them ironically. The book is a critique of the author’s contemporary society. The main literary 
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technique used by Swift is irony. This is a literary device in which contradictory statements or 

situations reveal a reality that is different from what appears to be true.  

The quoted fragment is a great example of how irony functions in Swift’s literary style. 

First, the narrator starts from the premise that he is partial to his own country, as any good citizen 

“I have always borne that laudable partiality to my own country”. Then, he volunteers to offer a 

gift to the “uneducated” king, in the form of gunpowder, and explains all the qualities of the said 

gift: “would batter down the walls of the strongest town in his dominions in a few hours, or destroy 

the whole metropolis”. In offering such a detailed description of the effects of explosions, Swift 

criticises the use of gunpowder and, generally, war.  

His irony is further depicted (and doubled in effect) with the reaction of the king, who 

refuses the gift: “he would rather lose half his kingdom than be privy to such a secret.” 

Furthermore, the king is horror-struck at the idea that the narrator is unmoved by the “scenes of 

blood and desolation” which he proudly presents as a scientific breakthrough.  

Thus, Swift’s irony acts both on himself as a narrator (he mocks the serious tone of the 

character), and on his contemporary society, which has come to value war and destruction as an 

accomplishment. 

 

B. Answers are suggested in the official marking scheme. 

 

 

SUBIECTUL al II-lea 

 
a. Identity and present 
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During an activity which requires students to read intensively, the teacher should adopt the 

following roles: organizer, observer, and feedback organizer.  

As the organizer, the teacher should give the students clear instructions on what they must do 

and how they should achieve the task. The teacher as organizer also decides how the students 

should work: individually, in pairs or in groups. 

As an observer, the teacher pays attention to the way the students complete the task, but at the 

same time refrains from disturbing the reading activity, as students tend to lose focus when they 

are interrupted. The teacher should notice how students are working to know if there is anything 

that needs to be improved in the future.  

As a feedback organizer, the teacher should conduct a feedback session after the students have 

completed the task. Students need to be given feedback on what they have been working on, as it 

will sustain their motivation in the future. The teacher can also encourage them to have a discussion 

based on what they have read to receive feedback from their colleagues too.  

 
b. Devise a pre-reading activity 

  

 

Time limit: 12 minutes 

Classroom interaction: T-ss, s-s 

Objective: By the end of this activity, the students will be able to predict the main ideas that will 

feature in the reading section/in the fragment. 

Competences: Understand written messages in everyday communication situations.  

Description of the activity:  

Set up: The teacher will organize the students into groups of four. Each pair will be given 

a small piece of paper containing several words extracted from the text: king, countries, powder, 

thunder, hollow tube of brass or iron, chain, ingredients. The teacher tells the students to check 

the meaning of the words if necessary and then guess what text they are going to read later could 

be about based on the given words and summarize their ideas in 2-3 sentences. 
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Run: The students work in groups of four and check the meaning of the words and then 

discuss them, trying to guess the story behind them, also summarizing their ideas in 2-3 sentences.  

 

Close: When the students have finished, the teacher organizes feedback and asks one 

member from each group to share their ideas with the whole class. 

Teacher’s roles: organizer, observer, prompter. 

 


