
Poetry Terms Glossary 

Poetry technique 

1. Rhythm is the repetition of patterns of accentuated and non-accentuated syllables. 

Rhythm units are called metric feet. 

2. Types of metric feet: 

o Iamb: _   /  (ex: re-lax) 

o Spondee: /  / (ex: well-loved) 

o Trochee:  /  _ (ex: dark-ness) 

o Anapest: _ _  / (ex: in-com-plete) 

o Dactyl: /  _ _  (ex: mar-ma-lade) 

3. Imagery is the use of description, in poetry, prose, or drama, to draw the reader into the 
universe of the poem or the story. 
The types of imagery generally address the senses: 

 Visual 

 Auditory 

 Olfactory 

 Gustatory 

 Tactile 

 Kinaesthetic (movement) 

 Organic (internal bodily sensations). 

Tropes (figures of speech) 

1. Allegory = a story, poem, or picture that can be interpreted to reveal a hidden meaning, 

typically a moral or political one. 

allegory = a story that can be interpreted at two levels: the literal level and the symbolic 
level.  

2. Assonance = Repetition of similar vowel sounds within words and phrases, commonly 

used for a lyrical effect in poetry and other literary forms. 

3. Metaphor = A figure of speech that features a comparison between two disparate things 
that are not the same. Unlike similes, metaphors do not use the words “like” or “as.” 

4. Paradox = a statement that seems contradictory or absurd which, when investigated, 

may prove to be well-founded or true. 

5. Simile = A figure of speech in which two objects are directly compared, usually 

including either “like” or “as” in the comparison. 



6. Pun = the humorous or rhetorical effect achieved due to the resemblance in sound 

between two words. 

7. Personification = giving human characteristics to objects and phenomena. 

8. Metonymy = A figure of speech in which the name of one object or concept is 

substituted for the name of something else that is closely related to it. 

9. Synecdoche = A specific type of metonymy in which a part of something is meant to 

signify the whole or the whole is meant to stand for an individual part.  

10. Repetition = deliberately repeating a word or phrase two or more times in a text to add 

emphasis or bring clarity to a subject or event. 

11. Enjambment = a modernist lyrical technique in which the verses are finished in the next 

verse. Every line leaves the feeling that it is unfinished.  

12. Refrain = a regularly recurring phrase or verse, especially at the end of each stanza or 

division of a poem or song. 

Lyrical genre – types of poetry: 

1. Ballad = a form of narrative verse that is considered either poetic or musical. As 

a literary device, a ballad is a narrative poem, typically consisting of a series of 

four-line stanzas.  

2. Ode = A lyric poem, dignified in the subject, tone, and style, which celebrates 

an event/ person/ power/ being- which becomes the vehicle for private 

meditation. 

3. Elegy = a form of poetry in which the poet or speaker expresses grief, sadness, 

or loss. A tone of grief or sadness in poetry, prose, or drama is an elegiac tone. 

4. Epic poem = lengthy narrative poems that deal with themes such as history and 

myth. 

 


